AS THE ECONOMY FAILS US, COMMUNITY CALLS US

THE BACKGROUND: Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) began in a black church in
inner city Chicago when the congregation realised it would either have to give up, close the church,
and move to the suburbs, or else take steps to rebuild their community.
The economy was failing them. Investors were not saving their neighborhood by creating jobs.
Community called them. They had to start with what they had and who they were.
Today ABCD is a worldwide movement documented and promoted by an Institute at Northwestern
University in Evanston, Illinois.
THE FOREGROUND: Now a new book, a new hands-on step-by-step guide adds an ABCD perspective from the Global South, building on theory and practice from North East Brazil, from rural
Botswana, from Chile, and among many other venues South African townships where the unemployed are a majority.
“Packed into this small book are truly big things, big ideas, examples of big practices which speak
clearly and intelligently into the challenge of living and building a world together in ways that sustain us as individuals and as groups.”
—Crain Soudien, CEO, Human Sciences Research Council, South Africa
“An inspiring theory of social change and a road-map for putting it into practice.”
—Alicia Cabezudo, Professor of Education, National University of Rosario, Argentina; VicePresident, International Peace Bureau, Geneva
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